of beliefs. I once again emphasise
that understanding of Veda as a
pramana is the need of the hour
even among the scholars of Veda
and Vedanta. Then only the full
potential of this Divine Word can
be appreciated.

In the process of revealing
to the mankind various means that
help to gain unseen results
hereafter (karmakanda), and also
while negating the plurality of the
world as a superimposition on the
aksara param brahma, Veda talks
about various things of this world.
Maharshi Jaimini refers to this
aspect of Veda in his aphorism
tadbhutanam     kriyarthena
samamnayah (in the Veda,
description of the objects of the
world becomes meaningful through
their utility in the performance of
various rituals enjoined by the
Veda). In such sentences, Veda
reveals a lot of secular knowledge.
Let us consider one example. In
describing the creation of this
cosmos, Yajurveda says :

sokamayata bahusyam prajayeyeti
(He desired - let me manifest as
many). This simple-looking
statement reveals a stunningly
unique concept of Brahman being

both efficient and material cause of
this world. In this unique
revolutionary description of
causation in which both the sentient
and matter are rolled into one,
Veda anticipated the equivalence
of mass and energy. Such an
equivalence was never even
dreamt in this world before 1905,
when a clerk in the Patents Office
of Geneva by name Albert Einstein
published his revolutionary
discovery of the mass-energy
equivalence. Similarly, there is a
wealth of knowledge, piled up by
scientific method over the years,
which unequivocally proves the
beneficial effects of homa. In
modern times the importance of
homa, the unique Vedic ritual, is
very well recognised and many
Homa Therapy Institutes are
coming up in various parts of the
world. Agnihotra Press Farm in
Baltimore, Maryland, U.S.A., and
Fire Temple in the Andes
mountains of Chile are just two
examples.

Re-examination of Vedic
texts with a scientific outlook helps
to rationalise and explain
scientifically, wherever possible^k
the various practices and
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